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Brie arsonis an actress with adillerence.
[Uwasn long ago Lhat the 28-vear-old was an indic
oulsicder, butina blink of aneve shes become an
(scar-winning sensation admired for her laid-bare
perlormances and [eted by Tolly wood's biggest hillers.
Wddd i her dignilicd public stands against sexism
and the girl From Sacramentois shaping up
Loy b the MervESstreep of her generation,

| ere, she talks success and sell=doubl with Weedy £ larrefson,

hoer close Friend and co-star in The Ciass Clastie,
while Jennifer Dickinson reveals
avery surprising Kind ol star
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T |5.||I1I-u:|.'-u-'.|'ln;||u-.n|!u il Brie Larson™® [Tihe

| IS-venr-old aciress had hor way, the

nnEwer wonlld hae VY littlie. Pris oy

/ colmes intdae i8, of course, bot whst really

motiviies ber not (o give oo mach sway

= the work, How will vull haollove her

when she pretends (o e someone ebse if vou Know whal her
nicknume wis in filth grade?

Work, the obtaining of K, priparation Tor it and cooeeut o of
ity i= Mife’s driving fopee for the Sacromsenio-bem Ceear winner,
Tweniy months afier she achioved the Hollywoeod Grand Skom,
only i Ldih aetress over b ske home an Academy Award,
BAFTA Sward, Crities” Cholee Aonrd, Golden Globe Avward and
SAG Avward for the sume performanee = g5 Ma, the abused
Eidmnge wictim in feean < and B0 vears aller she moved io LA in
parsabl of o dream, Larson is s100 jast peiting into her stride

Shiewas s vears odd, sivs Larson, whion she decliored fo her
chiropraclor parents that she had found hee dharma’ and
wanied bo become an actress, Her mother. Heather, moved elghi-
wsr-old Brinnne Sidonie Despulniers { the surnamoe change wans
Llhplrﬂf bev el shie cowemed i 0 child b andd her VU slsler
Milaine to LA when she separated from thelr fnther and only
someons with such wide=eved convietion could hasve kept the
fnith throueh mlmast oo decades of mosiy irailess aoditions

“yie sl ,,::.'MI:|1'||,||'||,1;|i|:|_r.:|:|r|u|r|||-|i11|1-:-' flwas= n,-llll}',hruln Iy
puindul, §awditioned for soomuny things and never gol the joh,”
savs Larson, sl bright at 10pm on s Sunday ecening in Londom,
mid-promsdional whirl for her next
wwanrds contender, The fffoses Ol

ernough. | thonghl I'd be g supporting charmeier my whidis life
andl §was strogeling with the Blea of being the siar”™

Larson's relue e Woelnim the lmeligh Sentieey gemoinge
A wery much still presenl ot Sheawed Teene 12, which was
hased on Credlon’s real=liie experienee working wilh nl-risk
children, helped her to find o way (o make peace with poitinge
heesell front wnd conter, 1 remember going (o U foster care
Tacilitbes andd seeing whinl wns hnppsening there wodd feeling s
musch paln wnd helplessness” she recalls, S becnuse | had
seen whal was going on, | was able (o go, "This i=n't aboul Dhe
fmed thad moy fee i o sereen, which mikes mae feel siek foom
stanuueh, s nhont seviing these Kids, 1Us nal nhaal mis, i0s
nboil Eetting my Deee plastered on surfnees, 1i0s ool raising
nwnreness nndd helping peopie, then I'm comberiable deingil,”

Thee Eritieizo Larson levels ot hersol §s inleresting, When i
parmaes 1o et inbend, she knows thinl what she can do is spaecinl
nnd she's nod disingenuoos enough o deny it Bal while
chunneding others comes nafurnlly, being in her own sKin
apprenrs aneomdorinhle, =10 Eeoudd net withail my lnee, Dwould
doit,” she condirms, rewdily, = el weird suggesting thst poeepEe
lospk md mme, Uhend puord i very uncomboriabbe for me, S0l has e
b beoewuge there's o messape Pl | oot Go inmpaael.”

The Tlm changed more than her ooibexk, 1§ pensrsied
mwurds buzz that had nothing (o do with hoving o higbudped
enmpraign behind it (it dido't) ond evervibiog (o doowith the
story, (he honesty of s telling and Loarson™s heartfeli
peerformunes, Witehing it b director Lenny Abenhamsaon i

st Lorson in Movre. Bul Tor the
wirfress, speeess el ke o stronger,

{ihe true story of wriler deannetic - l -|III Y ; I i-.lll-nlll:- F";""l.l {_l ] . .,:- I I-I -IL-,Ll “1 il b o awdition for eversthing

Wialls and herdyvsiunciinal ad loving
fumily), Only three years sy she

wndl | was =tk hroke, Desiin and 1
trmvebied ol over the warld, in comseh

would [wee consiant rejeetion wi -||If ‘{ I”r{t 4 f}f{'j} L'E [-1{-1 H'- ]'I-'I--H-.'ll E”-“- 1H‘ sials, selling the movie, Wi were

wiaditions. “My inpression of mysell,

cspecinlly wl that e, was that | was Jl 1'1"'“':": hf “ﬂf”.ﬂr

too emadtional, 0o paw, | remaeasbser
wadilining 1o |:||.e|;|.' m prostitn b whi
wis bedng interroguied. To prepaee [ didn’t eat fordayvs, sinred
smoking cven though | heve asthmn, wore the samae clodhes for
three daos and listened to inlense musicon the way thene, 1§was
this erazy, rgrelal, row audition and 1 thooght 1'd noiled i
Aferanrds, Lhey saidl, Yoo swero terrilving and sou were bad,
wrd st someone from the Disney channel, Drealized, Oh, 'm
doing somcthing that's caomphbetely dilferent from what cinemn
s dbring righi mow”, bl T odiclo 't Know Beosw B0 Daen i ofl,” There
worn johs along the vy thai kepl the dresm slbve, oven ifthey
didn"l eeatribete mech (o the rent, Liarsoin'™s OV kicks off in
1998 with sketch nppearnnees on The Towigh? STaa Wik Jag
Faweny ind remuins aneventfol wntdil 20008 when she beran
playing Tonk Colletie™s daughier in Diablo Cody's TV series
Feifeed B8abes OF Threrer, Then the more fnmillar credits begin
Lo sppenr:Sealf Pifgeim Vs, T Weerd s, Rerepered which nlso
starred Woosdy orrekson ns o rencemede aop; aoad, fn 2013, the
mark-making Short Terw 12

[irected by Destin Danded Cregton, Uhe ow-tsidped, indepemdend
film told the story of o fostor enre worker, ployed by Larson,
slrugpling 1o IH'=|:- herehnrges and moke senso of her e, [ ans
i furning poinl. =1 hid never beon the bead belore and 1 don’t
Ko 1T it wns aode fense mechanism, bot Twas Kind of agninst il
I just didn’t feed confident in morseld, Tdidn’t fecd ke | was pregty

# F ¥ Tl by el Byeosbn Dap s v s e oy s
-']L | I I ] I I_ I i el Lo do press aond §didet ged paiel
e Lhsee mvonvie either, 5o [ wans busbend iy
Hiwing ot af gifl bagss, 1'd boon m phose
il Loy pass ot the specks nnd I'd think, 'O, 50 lean havie
thiese proetacls now, bot v god Lo hang ool thisse others
hecanse Ldon't Enow when Fm gonns ged food agoaln,™
e, of eourse, hpoughi suecess and an Ozcar stafuefie
Hail il it seemed (thal her star aseended Trody powlaene, i7s
imporiant oo rerognize the work thal seent inbo thisl meteorie
rise, In preparation for Soae for example, Larson confined
harpseAl Lochar wperimaen Tor o monith, restricting leed e, so0hal
shar coubl undersiand whol being =otrappoed would feel like, Her
dedication is beeoming Hollvwoend folklore, ©1 have no dea
whisre Lhework ethie comes from, ™ shie sy, ek mow led ging i
unus ] mppromch sith pride, =5y mothersaid that Paas always
1Pk shis, Shie has Dhese memories of meead Lhree yoears old trving
o drew i perfeel cirele nnd | had s bunch of crumiplod op papers
et Qe e, Shee sl T hoaEhd thal was soeasied beciiase maost
kids just geribiblel om o poge nnd wees proasd of I anad vou weere
naver proad of whnt soa wiere making. ™ Now though, there is
dedinile plonsure insecingwhat she i=eapableof, = love working:
replly hord, 1= pushing voursell past that thresholl where
yvisli e comiorinhde, where really interesting things happen., |
kep surprising myvsell by whnd ean comae ool af my bradn,”
Althongh no ame could heve been more prepuuned for D jsh
itsedl, the naebress nedmits that sha sUrogedes with theadiemndun =
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seruling and credils her riendships with Emma Sione (who
gnve e book cnlbed S Croe My and an clephant charm (o held
just bisfore the 2006 Oscars copemoeny), Jenndfer Lawrenes,
Lena Dunbam snd Amy Schumaer (with whem she starred in
Treadpandnre .-'.l:'|1.'.5,I|=ru;~|r_|i||.|_r||i_-r|;m-up|- Thete peeer=who graviiate
townrds ier say 4 greal deml abowui the womon hersell, wivd
e |wrsan is wnusually impressive in person, She's elispuent
withonat Uhee navead For puoese 10 cwn moke 30 s Hegbe hovrder to @ n
Rl om hare ol Fiest, Howe dioyow bond with semeone who seems
g0 fully formed? Bui they are thore, the sefi speis, Her gooaing
fear she might turn up on setone dey and find her skill ot felling
storkes his deserled her; the girlish glildiness= that cmanatos
whien she pecownis her Oscarswinning evening: the shocked
ploasire when you tell her that the photographs Inthis magizine
b epchanted evervone who has been granted o peck

Thai lasd, in particular, = significant, A camern directed al
Ma or Jeanmetie Walls, her chnraetor in Tie Glass Cosiie, is
na preklom. A lens focwsed on Brie Larson is an eniirely
different matior. Inan interview with Jane Fendda in March, she
o pfessid thial she hnd been shocked todizcover thal petresses
wire often expeeted (o 5 inlo sample sizes on pholoshaois
It's =Ll & bone of contention. “One plece of clhing is made
wad overyhody has Do 8 ot Uhod ome shoupe Whint s that doing
foor our industey?” shee lomenis, Jast ihink bt Chot; 0T every
womnan has (o fif inthat one dress, how can we say inonrseives
wl the end of every day that we're giving an equal opportaniiy
to mll? Thit docsn 't make any sense, And [ think audicnoes aea
desiring more. e continee o moke
evorvihing “one size fis all’. wo're
never reslly going togel the Dall scopese
of The homan experiense.”

Foir Larson, i sl comies haek (o that
pilew af the messages she s irving (o
s, The dindeoue =he wanis (o stard

o seclal needin, wnd jn the condext of

Aabal political nwakening, the
wriress has beon using hor plaiforms (o n=k guestions wod beok
for nswers, despile o backlissh. “People say Umonn Selite’, thial
I den't Enow whal 'm tnlking ahout,” she savs, adding thal
cvervthing she posis comes “lrom o plase of love”™, Her oo-sgar
In T Gilaes Caxfle, Naoml Wails, who turns in o beililant
performanee os Jeannelie's econflicted mother, admires her
wpprosch. “How she ogens up conversElions and conlronis
Imiparinni unid sensithve is=ues makes her one of o Kind,” savs
the Ausirmlinn aciress, Vs antastc losee someone have sech

conficlenes amd o point of view so earky in thelr career”™ Right
mimw; il meems the Tden thal Laeson is most keen be put oud Infs
the: world, is pocepianoe., "1 don't wani peaple Lo live their lives
Errim mlradd aunad thinking thau they con'l do things, sa T g ol
there mnd maken fool ool of myself sometimes and 1 s800 be QR
wnd then mavbe | ean be an exsomple of that, We focus se much
o Uhie aps. Dl (o el i Hike more inlo (he dips sod champlon
theen sl peeople Deed ke iU s OK ook eee steides nnd (odl.”

In March this verr, af the 850k Academy Awnrds corcmony,
Lavr=on nppeared o send one of her stronpes] messages vid,
withoul saying n ward, While |:|rv|'||[|i|||_l lor Movwr, thie selress
mal with psvichdadopizis to ondersiond the impec of 2oxoal
hnese gid her caqeericnees bd berto beeome nvoeal campadpner
i Behall of victims, 5o whon she fungd herselll, vis her duties

n= . winimer The proesions sear, in the position of preseating an
Osear slafuelle bo Casoy Alllock, o man who in 2000 setibed
clmims of sexmel hnrnssment mpbe by o women ngninst Bim
the pubdic viewed hor marked lack of applvese o5 @ silent b
peoverrfinl sgmnd, 1 think thet whatover i was that | did onstage
kKind of spoke for itsell,” she sald nfierwards, in Uhe only
stilement shie has cver made showl Dhae Bsae, T wvos omdmeent
thad confirmed her ns nowoman of hopor and comprssion

Nows, The aetress s preparing Qo bske bve more hoge sirides,
First, sha is premiering Cufeern Store, g comedy thal marks
her feature-length debut ns o director (she won sn awsaed for
shrl Tillen T Awer in 20127 wt e Toronto Film Fetival, an
evrnl Thiad she admiis moakes her fecd “totally (errificd and
relly exoeitead ™, Starring Samosed Lo Jockson, who nsked her e
st him while they were flming Soeneg: Skali fsleod, Larsan
== fhe maviee is mhoul “inspiralion and positivity™, offcring o
farm of ecsenpism thal The world necds righl now, Jackson is
clearly waoanovier, deserilving hisdirector mnd edesstar ns “bhrove,
fenrless and gilled with m beard wish eowld emulage”

Moxt. she cmbarks on her biggest project yvel: bringing
suprrherobne Capiain Marool (o the big sereen, With Warkeder
Wosmwern provingrLhad Thiere [= o viest, loermtve market far female
depictions of sirength, expeeiotions are high, ©1 spenl months
thinking abanl whicthe'r or nol [ was going (o do the film and |
reitlizeal thad B was wehneec 1o tell g story o Chae largest siage
pass=ible,” she siyvs, ©] know s going to migks me lose saome of
the thimps et | livve miost aboul my Fife, Bt ] Chink s worth 8.7

It is wlse o dapportunily to die
something thal Livrsomn sef onnl fo die

.\1\{ ”]1{“] :““,. L,{ }]-l-]_i]-”_,}. from tho beginning: cresio the
into their own, we're
Hlmiee she made g relstively late debol ‘||||, Jl-hl'hfl{' J.III. | 1-];.”-] {,”'l.

‘svmpdom of sirenpth’ shae wishes shie

bl seen prowingg up. “Stronpth

dorsn L mbwmys bk 1ikoe how wae think

. I"' it books. 10 doesa’l wlaigys mesn (had

{‘] .IIF'IF” H ol nee wnemsd o] awnd Kieking nss,

thist vow don’L feed fear, | think strenpgh

eaimics fpoan brving, B comies Teom Hie

cxpoerienes, it comies from being vulnerable, il comes {rom
puiting voursell ool thire ond so | want b soe more of Bhst.”

The eetress is stronpeer hersell, sha suys, Tor ol of ber reeent
experiences, “1ve been on sols where Ldidn’t e safe, Uyve feli
wbijoc el Bl ss 1m getlingolder ] m realizing that | s valise
mysell, 'm allowe Lo, B8 doesn’l mean that Uo egotistical, i
daocsnt menn that F'm bigh and mighty or helieving my oomn
hall=hit, I jusi moans that 1 belicve in thal it e child in
mee bhust teerids o be prodected and wand= (o dowel].”

Bt whai makes Larson truly an incredibde soman s thai
whilde ghe might nad wanl yvou 6 Enow her Invorite holiday
destinnlion or share hor workoul regimen, she thinks it’s
impartant thnl sou wnade rstand what she has stropgled with and
poniimaes Lo e challenged by, Banly beeause it might moke vour
aran ey casier, 1 think women nre really coming info their
oy, Wit me bsder Tham ever nows i so ] wanl Lo be very eloar
thad it wnsn't an eusy' poth for me, iUwas ineredibby hard, And
it sl ot easys ol Umoased to B being hrd aosd my hopae is
that | enn povves the poned o vEbe smosther for thewomdsn (o esme
alter me, [clon't think | ean el o smaoth, ireshly poved esphsli
roupil, Buat [ ilink 1 esen grindd daram somee of Dhose stopes so thal
pasglis foal more comforiabde telling their stor:™ e
e Cedevss Censlle f5 anld rene
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Current v sharing the sereen in he Cilass Costle, the two Triends — who lirst met when | arson plaved Hhe soss

teenoate davahiter ol karelsons AP & irin 2 N1 Hampart - discuss e Bighs and lows of mosie stardom..,
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